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INTRODUCTION 

Dar Al Istithmar (established in 2004) is a DFSA 

licensed Islamic finance boutique that focuses on 

Islamic financial product innovation. Our objective is 

to provide comprehensive Shari'a product 

structuring across all asset classes as well as Islamic 

financial advisory services. Dar Al Istithmar 

structures bespoke and innovative {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ compliant 

financial solutions for its global clientele.  

Harnessing the intellectual capabilities of a highly   

experienced management team, a world renowned 

{ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Board, and association with the research 

capabilities of Oxford Islamic Finance, Dar Al 

Istithmar adds value by providing a broad range of 

professional and reliable world class {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ services. 

Dar Al Istithmar offers high quality investment 

products that are fully asset based and truly {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ 

compliant. 

Dar Al Istithmar has developed various financial 

products including retail banking products (current 

accounts, overdrafts, home financeΧ), Islamic funds 

(equity funds, private equity and real estate funds, 

sukuk funds, feeder fundsΧ), Islamic indices, 

liquidity and risk management solutions, structured 

financing arrangements, and Islamic structured 

notes by utilizing the complete array of available 

Islamic structures. This is to name but a few . 
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INNOVATION RESEARCH 

No other {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ finance firm has the benefit of 

both thorough Islamic finance market knowledge 

and easy access to academic research of the 

highest quality to support its innovations. The 

resources of the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies 

are used to support our development of new 

Islamic financial products. 

Dar Al Istithmar has a specific focus on Islamic 

liquidity solutions and is building a state-of-the-art 

open architecture Islamic Issuance Platform. 

There is clearly a shortage of Islamic structuring 

talent within the Islamic financial markets today. 

Dar Al Istithmar has some of the best individuals 

from this limited Islamic structuring talent pool 

with experience that enables them to make a real 

difference. Our Islamic structuring team has 

consistently helped our global clientele in 

developing innovative Islamic financial structures, 

thus fulfilling their needs and requirements. 

  

UNIQUE SELLING PROPOSITION 



άΧǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ōƻǳǘƛǉǳŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 

and research capabilities for the improvement of the Islamic financial 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅέ 
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Our management and employees have significant 

big four accountancy, consulting and advisory 

experience and Islamic investment banking 

backgrounds. We have one of the best Islamic 

structuring teams in the industry that has been 

responsible for bringing to the market a multiplicity 

of ground-breaking Islamic financial products. We 

use that extensive knowledge and experience to 

bring innovative solutions to our clients 

 

 

  Given the background of the DI management team 

who has been active and well known within the 

Islamic finance industry for many years, Dar Al 

Istithmar has connections with over 250 important 

Islamic accounts, with which the management has 

close and collaborative relationships. 

Dar Al Istithmar is able to utilize these relationships 

to assist with the distribution of Islamic financial 

products to Islamic institutional treasuries, Islamic 

distributors, central banks, large corporate entities 

and supra nationals in the European, Middle East 

and Far East markets. 

 

 

 

  

The Dar Al Istithmar {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Supervisory Board is of 

the highest quality and reputation. Utilizing the 

expertise of our {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Supervisory Board assures 

that your solution is truly {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ compliant. 

Furthermore, using our Board as and when you 

require, can help towards reducing financial 

resources and time constraints associated with 

hiring multiple members of a {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Supervisory 

Board of this stature.  
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ACTIVE REGULATORY POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT 

Dar Al Istithmar and its scholars are associated and 

active members of the Accounting, Governance 

and {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Standards committee of the Accounting 

and Auditing Organisation for Islamic Financial 

Institutions (AAOIFI) and are fully in tune with the 

latest Islamic finance policy and regulatory issues. 

Dar Al Istithmar is also regularly participating with 

the AAOIFI on the development of new {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ 

standards as well as the review of existing {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ 

standards. This ensures that our services and 

products are consistently updated for compliance 

with prevailing policies. 

 



Dar Al LǎǘƛǘƘƳŀǊΩǎ main focus is on three specific 

areas of the Islamic finance industry: 

Á Islamic liquidity  
 

Á Islamic (true asset) products 
 

Á Islamic structuring & consulting 
 

Over time we will also become involved in, and 

build out, additional business lines such as Islamic 

Private Equity and Asset Management. 

Dar Al Istithmar is focused on solutions and 

products to help improve Islamic liquidity. We are 

developing a state-of-the-art open architecture 

Islamic Issuance platform that will issue Islamic 

transferable paper and facilitate the advancement 

of the Islamic money markets.  

At Dar Al Istithmar we concentrate on what we see 

as a ΨǘǊǳƭȅΩ {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ compliant product range: the 

Islamic products that produce a return which is 

generated almost directly by/from a simple but 

truly {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ compliant asset. 

We continue to focus on our {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ structuring 

efforts in order to consistently bring innovative 

Islamic financial products and solutions to our 

clients and the market as  a whole. 

OUR FOCUS 

άΧǘƻ expand the horizon of the global Islamic financial industry by offering 
Islamic investors access to more alternative investment opportunities and 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
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Some of the initial strategic goals  of our company 

are to: 

Á Introduce solutions improving the efficiency 

and liquidity of the Islamic money markets. 

 

Á Building a strong base of clients and investors 

through delivery of superior {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ products. 

 

Á Developing employee talent and leadership to 

its maximum potential in order to achieve 

superior  performance  and  business   results. 

 

Á Expand geographically to key strategic locations 

(in addition to our current offices located in 

Dubai, London and the city of Oxford). We are 

also registered with the Securities Commission 

of Malaysia as a Foreign {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Advisor. 

 

Á Genuinely offer distinguished customer service 

to our clients in every aspect of the delivery of 

our products, services and solutions . 

 

Á Consistently offering breakthroughs in Islamic 

financial innovation backed by thorough {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ 

research and close collaboration with the most 

highly regarded scholars of the  industry. 

 

 

  

OUR STRATEGIC GOALS 
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Dar Al Istithmar provides comprehensive  {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ 

product structuring, Islamic banking arranging and 

advising, and {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ advisory services to its 

clientele globally.  

Within  the {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ structuring space we are able to 

provide our clients with end to end solutions for 

transactions ranging from retail banking products, 

real estate financing and fund management to 

structured investment products, capital market 

activity and  Islamic private equity. We have also 

successfully assisted a number of our clients in 

developing effective risk management solutions.  

Within the arranging and advising space Dar Al 

Istithmar can assist in arranging {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ compliant 

financing as well as with the placement of Islamic 

financial products. 

On the {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Advisory front we provide all-

inclusive {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Consulting services, {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ 

Monitoring Services and {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Compliance Review 

services. We make sure to fully understand the 

requirements of our clients and advise them on 

{ƘŀǊƛΩŀ related matters accordingly. We offer a 

complete suite of {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ finance products and 

services, bringing a complete solution to our 

clients. 

Dar Al Istithmar actively engages with the 

Accounting and Auditing Organization for Islamic 

Financial Institutions (AAOIFI) on the development 

and review of new and existing standards. Working 

with the leading regulatory body in the Islamic 

finance industry enables us to keep abreast of new 

developments in accounting, auditing, governance, 

ethics and Shari'a standards for Islamic financial 

institutions and the industry as a whole. 

Our association with Oxford Islamic Finance (which 

is a recognised research centre of the University of 

Oxford) allows us to harness its intellectual 

resources to conduct research and facilitate 

innovation in respect of all aspects of the theory 

and practice of Islamic finance. The work of the 

centre has attracted global attention and 

widespread support. 

 

 

OUR SERVICES 

OUR AFFILIATIONS 
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Dar Al Istithmar strongly believes that Islamic 

finance has a lot to offer the world in terms of a 

just and equitable system of finance. As an Islamic 

OUR VALUES 

finance boutique, we firmly uphold and aim to 

internalize the divinely inspired values of Islam, 

most of which are shared with the common values 

of humanity and other divinely inspired religions. 

Our values include honesty and integrity, 

professionalism, transparency, confidentiality and 

trust, justice, equity and fair bargaining power 

between contracting parties, appropriate 

representation and a commitment to social 

responsibility. Our work will always demonstrate a 

heightened awareness of the needs of our clients 

with a view to develop a long term and mutually 

beneficial  relationship.  
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Á Dar Al Istithmar has acted as {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Advisor to 

a major European investment bank on a new 

range of {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ compliant structured notes and 

derivative products. 

Á Dar Al Istithmar is acting as {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Monitor for 

the Morgan Stanley MSCI Islamic Index. 

Á We acted as {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Advisor on a multi million 

dollar sukuk issuance to a major conglomerate 

in the Middle East. 

Á We acted as {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Advisor to a mega tower 

project for a major Middle Eastern construction 

group for a development in the heart of the 

holy city of Makkah. 

Á We have structured, set up and been appointed 

for the monitoring of various Islamic real estate 

investment funds in different jurisdictions. 

Á We have developed an innovative {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ 

compliant structure for a shorting strategy for a 

major European finance house. 

Á We are {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ Advisor and Monitor responsible 

for both the structuring and monitoring of 

various Islamic funds (including equity, private 

equity, real estate and alternative investment 

funds) to a number of major financial 

institutions in the Middle East. 

 

 

 

INVESTMENT PRODUCTS, CAPITAL 
MARKET TRANSACTIONS & FUNDS 

The Structuring team at Dar Al Istithmar has many 

years of investment banking experience. During our 

time in the industry, and as a function of the 

various positions we have held so far, we have  

been responsible for numerous breakthroughs in 

Islamic finance. Some examples of what we have 

achieved in our previous roles include: 

Á Pioneered true {ƘŀǊƛΩŀ compliant άƻŦŦ balance 

ǎƘŜŜǘέ structures. 

Á Developed effective Islamic risk management 

solutions for global clientele. 

Á Successfully brought to the market one of the 

first Islamic structured repo transactions. 

Á Structured the first publicly distributed Islamic 

structured product to be issued by a non-Saudi 

entity in Saudi Arabia. 

Á Developed the technology for Islamic profit rate 

swaps and credit default swaps. 

Á Developed an Islamic issuance platform for the 

issuance of Sharia compliant securities. 

Á These were all transacted with a diverse group 

of clients whose attitude toward Islamic finance 

ranged from extremely conservative to very 

liberal and the clients were based in different 

jurisdictions across the globe. 

 

 

 

 

STRUCTURING INNOVATIONS OF THE 
DAR AL ISTITHMAR TEAM 


